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! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

! Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, January 13th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School, room #29. This was the over-the-
hump meeting of the winter season. People at the 
meeting were already dreaming of spring cleanup, 
gopher eradication and grass mowing. 
 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 
order at 7:06 PM. There were twelve people in 
attendance  at this meeting, including four club 
officers. 
 The minutes from the December meeting were read 
and approved. A treasurer’s report was given by Perry 
Dziuk and the current balance of club funds is 
$3,775.95 after depositing $350 since the last meeting. 
 Perry passed out a summary of the club’s financial 
status as of the end of 2008. The beginning balance of 
club funds for the year were $3,580.43. The revenue 
for the 2008 year was $1,532.00 and the expenses were 
$1,686.48. The year ended with a balance of 
$3,425.95.
 Scott has not yet contacted the lawn care services 
that he spoke of at the last meeting. Garth Landefeld 
was present and concurred that he would like to see 
what another service beside himself would charge. 
Scott will contact the service he had found and 
arrange for a quote this spring.
 No one at the meeting had done any further 
research on the AMA TAG program so consideration 
for the club to participate was tabled. 
 Rich Johnson attempted to spice up the meeting 
with some insightful commentary. In addition, he 
reminded everyone he still has at least three signs that 
are destined to be put on the perimeter of the flying 
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The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, February 10th, 

2009. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Be aware that the room number can change but 
should be posted if  it does.

field at Montissippi Park for warning the public about 
aircraft operating off the field. Joel Dirnberger had 
offered the posts that were needed to mount the signs. 
Also, John McNabb has the kind of posts required and 
offered to furnish some when we embark on the 
annual field cleanup this spring.  
 Nate Ewing and John McNabb have been flying at 
the Montissippi Park field since last meeting and 
reports the entrance road is being kept open to the 
parking lot as it was last winter. The field has a fairly 
smooth snow coating suitable for flying from with 
floats or skis. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM 

Show and Tell
 We had four aircraft and three presenters after the 
business meeting. Joel Dirnberger had two models and 
Jerry Esty and Nate Ewing each brought one model.
 Nate started off showing his new Great Planes Piper 
Cherokee ARF. He was powering it with an Evolution 
46 glow motor and had a Futaba 7CAP radio for the 
full house control plus flaps. Nate had it fitted with 
snow skis as he didn’t start flying it until mid-
December. He has logged 8 flights so far since opening 
this Christmas present early. Nate has been very happy 
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with the performance 
of  this setup.   
 Jerry Esty brought in 
his new Horizon Blade 
mCX helicopter. It is a 
ready to f ly micro 
helicopter sporting a 
7 . 5 ” m a i n r o t o r 
diameter. His package 
included the spread 
spectrum transmitter. 
It is powered by a 
single cell 110 mah 
LiPoly battery with an 
included charger. Jerry 
n e v e r e n v i s i o n e d 
o p e r a t i n g a n R C 
helicopter but finds it 
is very enjoyable to fly, 
easy to control, very 
stable and rugged.

 Joel Dirnberger gave a follow-up to his presentation 
of the Daddy-O Racer he had at the previous meeting. 
Since then, Joel has covered the plane and installed the 
radio and power system. The power is a small 
outrunner with a 3s LiPoly battery swinging an 8x4 
prop. He demonstrated that this system has enough 

power to hover the plane. The racer is sitting on a pair 
of Dubro skis for winter operation and Joel hopes to 
maiden it soon.   
 Joel’s second offering for the night was a scratch 
foam built F-22 Raptor pusher jet. It is based off plans 
from the internet but Joel changed from a profile nose 
to a full built up one to make it more realistic. The 
power system is really a semi-pusher with the prop 
ahead of the stabilators which gives better directional 
control when the control surfaces have prop wash to 
work with. The motor with a 5 inch diameter prop is 
situated behind the wings and ahead of the tail. Joel 
used Blue Core 6 mm foam for the plane except 
sheeting of the 3-dimensional nose with 1 mm 
Depron. 

Upcoming Events 
TCRC Auction - the 33rd annual Twin Cities RC 
auction will be held on Saturday, February 7th, at a 
new location, the Cross Point Church on 9801 France 
Ave. in Bloomington starting at 8 AM. Check the club 
web site at www.tcrconline.com for more details as the 
date approaches. Notice that you can do pre-auction 
seller registration via email and on-line forms.

EXPO at the Unidome - the Blackhawk RC Pilots of 
Cedar Falls Iowa are sponsoring their annual indoor 
electric fly on February 21st and 22nd at the University 
of Northern Iowa indoor football stadium in Cedar 
Falls. Entry fee is $25 for a day or $40 for both days. 
Check the in ternet s i te a t h t tp ://www.e-
xpodome.com/ for all the details. 

Big Sky Hobby Swap Meet - Jeremy Steinmueller  is 
resurrecting his hobby store parking lot swap meet at 
his new store on 3402 Federal Drive in Eagan. This 
event will run from 8 AM to Noon on Sunday May 
17th.

Membership Report
 In 2008, we had 31 members who paid dues to the 
club. Of those 31 members, three were new members 
for the year. However, we had five members drop out 
for a net loss of two. So far this year, we have logged 
18 paid members and of those, four are new, while the 
remainder are returning from last year.
 At first, that seems like a lot of new blood but in 
actuality, three of the four new members have 
previously been in the club and are rejoining after a 
few years layoff. With this kind of a start, we might be 
able to regain some of the ground we lost last year. 
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After all, with the shape the economy is in, gasoline is 
cheap and many of us may have more time on our 
hands.

Where Were You On January 31st
 Not here at the Montissippi Field I guess! It was 
sunny, clear skies and temperature reaching 46 degrees. 
Not a weed showing on the field. Except for the snow 
almost knee deep in the pit area, these conditions 
haven’t been seen at the field since the first week of 
last November. Unlike most of the car washes this day, 
there was no waiting to get out on the flight line.

First MARCEE Swap Meet
 On Saturday January 24th, MARCEE held what they 
hope will be the first of their annual electric and 
sailplane swap meets. The event was held at the 
Emanuel Lutheran Church in St. Paul. There was no 
admittance or table fee to participate in this swap 
meet. By the 10 AM advertised start time, the church 
parking lot and the halls where the meet was being 

held were filled to overflowing. 
 One of the main activities was a silent auction of 
more than two dozen aircraft from the estate of Jack 
Overbaugh who was a member of the Anoka County 
RC Club. Most of these aircraft were classic stick and 
tissue models which were suitable for electric flight or 
static displays. Bidding on the items in the Overbaugh 
estate started slowly but by the time the bidding closed 
at 1:30 PM, there was a lot of money drawn into this 
part of  the swap meet. 
 The other major action at the meet was the vendor 
table set up by Blackdog RC out of Wisconsin. As he 
has done in the past at the MARCEE June fly-in event, 
Devaun had so much new merchandise  (motors, 
batteries, speed controls, servos) at rock bottom prices, 
it was often 2-deep around his tables.
 Jeremy Steinmueller of Big Sky Hobby here in the 
Twin Cities was also a vendor at the meet and had a 
combination of bigger ticket items as well as the some 
of the lower priced stuff that was going so fast at the 
Blackdog RC tables.
 Then there were at least 15-20 tables that had the 
used items of individuals. This  would normally be the 
core of a swap meet. However, it didn’t seem that 
these “core” items were getting nearly the action one 
would hope for, even though the hall was for a time 
packed with people browsing the tables. I guess with 
the technology of electric flight evolving so quickly, 
used becomes dated and obsolete losing much appeal 
and value in a big hurry. For instance, 72 Mhz radios, 
brushed motors/ESC’s and nickel chemistry batteries 
could hardly be given away.
 The tough economy probably played a factor as well, 
prompting the shoppers at the swap meet to stick to a 
tight budget. And with the new stuff the vendors were 
selling along with the virtually never flown aircraft in 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

the Overbaugh estate auction, why buy used when 
economical new will do?   
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